Chapter IV

Berlin, 4th January, 1911,

LERCHENFELD * whom I saw last evening is very grieved about
all that's happening. He says the oath against modernism
demanded from the priests is spreading appalling disorder
amongst the Bavarian clergy, and that the decree in connection
with the "First Communion" is very much regretted there.2
Lerchenfeld expresses himself satisfied with Bethmann. He
maintains the Chancellor busies himself with foreign affairs
more than people think and that he is certainly the only man
we could now have as Chancellor. He added however that
the elections would go badly in spite of all his efforts. There's
far too much discontent everywhere on account of the taxes.
The Sovereigns won't take up their residence in Berlin
until the I5th. They don't seem very pleased about the
Crown Prince's journey* particularly of the way in which
the Prince is amusing himself instead of studying the countries
he's going through and profiting thereby for the future.
And the public aren't satisfied either.

Berlin, nth January, 1911.

Here we're none too brilliant.   The Emperor's speech from
the throne which was read by Bethmann was considered very

1 The Bavarian Minister accredited to Berlin.
8 See note on "Pius X and Germany," pp. 342-5.
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